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Project History 
Faciliti es…Planning...Advocacy…Education 

The Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin (Bike Fed or 
BFW) is a statewide membership-based nonprofit 

bicycle education and advocacy 
organization.  Our mission, to 
Make Wisconsin a Better Place 
to Bicycle, embraces the basic 
vision behind our organization; 
that bicycling is a viable, healthy 
and environmentally sustainable 
means of  transportation, 
recreation and sport.  BFW 
provides bicyclists of all ages with 
information on recreational rides, 
safety tips and commuting skills.  
In addition, BFW educates 
decision makers, motorists, and 
bicyclists to the transportation and 
safety issues and environmental, 
health, and economic benefits of 
bicycling.  We promote bicycling 
as an integral part of a balanced transportation system, a 
healthy and fun lifestyle, and a prosperous 
economy. 

 
In order to support our mission and to improve the financial 
viability of our organization, the Bicycle Federation 
undertakes fee-for-service work in the bicycle planning, 

mapping, education, and 
advocacy fields.  Our staff is 
made up of experienced bicyclists 
with extensive training in bicycle 
facitilies and education.  Because 
we are a nonprofit organization, 
our rates are extrememely 
competitive and 100% of our 
profits are applied towards 
improving conditions for bicyclists 
in Wisconsin.  Bicycle Federation 
considers our consulting services 
an investment in the bicycling 
future of our state.  We will care about the results 
of your project and follow up long after our last 
paycheck. 

Making Wisconsin  
a better place to bicycle! 

106 East Doty Street #400 
PO Box 1224 

Madison, WI  53701-1224 
Phone: 608-251-4456 
Fax: 608-251-4594 
Email:  info@bfw.org 

 
1845 N. Farwell Ave. #100 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Phone: 414-271-9685 
Fax: 414-273-7293 

Email:  mkeinfo@bfw.org 
 

www.bfw.org 
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Facilities and Planning 

 

PARKING/SIGNS 
 
Milwaukee Bicycle Parking Siting: 2002-2004 
BFW has assisted the City of Milwaukee on a pro-bono basis 
with the marking of locations for bike rack installation.  
 
Madison Trek Wayfind ing Sign Project: 2004 
The Madison Path Network features 27 informational signs 
that include maps and directions to assist path users.  The 
system is a model for the entire country.  BFW coordinated 
the efforts of over 30 volunteers and five jurisdictions to  
implement this project. 

STUDIES 
 
Milwaukee Bicycle Publicity Plan: 2002 
The products of this contract with the City of Milwaukee 
ranged far beyond the creation of the plan to include a  
completed television public service announcement and a 
bicycle webpage. 
 
Milwaukee On-Street Bicycle Facili ty Study: 2003-2004 
Contract with City of Milwaukee to evaluate current bicycle 
lanes and routes and make recommendations for  
improvements.  Project made use of state of the art models 
and computer mapping. 
 
Milwaukee Off -Street Bicycle Facility Study: 2004-2005 
Contract with City of Milwaukee to evaluate current bicycle 
paths and trails and make recommendations for  
improvements.  Project made use of state of the art models 
and computer mapping. 
 
Milwaukee Bicycle Crash Mapping: 2004 
In collaboration with the Department of  
Transportation-Bureau of Transportation Safety, BFW  
mapped bicycle crash locations for the City of Milwaukee 
using GIS. 
 
Econo mic Impact of Bicycling in Wisconsin: 2005 
In collaboration with WisDOT, BFW researched and  
designed this 12 page brochure that outlines the  
manufacturing and tourism impacts of bicycling. 

COMMITTEES 
 
State Bicycle Plan Advisory Committee: 1996 
BFW participated as a member of the review committee. 
 
Translink 21: 1994 
BFW testified at WisDOT’s long-term transportation plan  
public meetings. 
 
Transportation Enhancement Review Committee 
BFW staff serve on the committee that determines which  
projects will receive federal enhancement funding. 
 
Governor’s Bicycle Coordinating Council 
BFW staff sits on the council 
 
Governor’s Trail Coun cil 
BFW staff sits on the council 
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Education and Advocacy 

 

EVENTS 
 
State Bike Conference: 1994, 2000, 2002, 2004  
BFW coordinated the biannual conference on the state of the 
practice in bicycling enforcement, engineering, education, and 
encouragement 
 
Bike to Work Week Milwaukee: 1999-2006 
Bike to Work Week Madison: 1999-2006 
Week of events to promote bicycle commuting that regularly 
attracts over 2,000 participants 

TRAININGS 
 
Enforcement for Bicycle Safety Class : 2000-2006 
BFW helped develop and implement the WisDOT course that 
trains law enforcement officers on bicycling related law 
 
Teaching Safe Bicycling: 2004-2006 
BFW staff taught this class which trains individuals to run  
bicycle rodeos 
 
League Cycling Instructor Trainings: 1998-2005 
BFW coordinated these nationally-recognized trainings in WI 
 
Bicycle Education for Local Planners and Engineers: 
1999-2000 
BFW obtained a TDM grant to bring the Effective Cycling  
program to local and regional transportation planners and  
engineers resulting in 175 planners and engineers trained in 
Wisconsin  

PROGRAMS 
 
Bicyclist Education to Encourage Commuting: 1997-
1999.  
Promotion that included the publication of Parking for Free 
 
Co-Exist Campaign: 2001-2004 
Bicycle safety project in Dane County focusing on college 
students, middle school students, and motorists 
 
Businesses Embracing Bicycle Safety : 2002-2004 
BFW secured one of only 5 NHTSA grants given  
nationally and implemented an employer-based safety 
project 
 
Bike to Schoo l: 2000-2004 
BFW taught 12 hour safety curriculum to middle school 
students. 
 
Safe Routes to School Madison: 2002 
One month educational program at two Madison middle 
schools sponsored by Trek Corporation 
 
Safe Routes to School Milwaukee: 2004-2006 
Ongoing program through Milwaukee public schools to 
teach elementary students to bike and walk safely 
 
Share the Road Campaign: 2005-2006 
Motorist, bicyclist, and law enforcement education and 
awareness campaign coordinated with Safe Community 
Coalition in Dane County 
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Publications and Maps 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Wisconsin Ride Guide: 1997-2006 
A comprehensive listing of bicycle events throughout 
Wisconsin which includes a resource guide to help 
citizens get more involved in their communities.   
12,000 of these booklets are distributed statewide 
 
Newspaper Column Grant: 1999-2000 
BFW implemented a program where over 60  
newspapers from around the state received articles 
about bicycling for free 
 
Wisconsin Bicyclist: 1995-2006 
Quarterly BFW newsletter with a statewide circulation 
of 10,500 
 
Bikesense: The Wisconsin Bicycle Operator's 
Manual: 2004 
This 39 page booklet is a comprehensive guide to the 
rules of the road, bicycle handing, traffic skills, and 
the enjoyment of the bicycling life.  The initial print 
run of this booklet was 25,000  

Wisconsin State Bike Maps: 1998 and 2005 
BFW worked with the WisDOT to print and distribute  
the state bike maps 
 

MAPS 
 
Milwaukee Coun ty/City Map Update: 2005 
BFW handled all aspects of data gathering, GIS 
mapping, design, and publication of this map.  
BFW also created an interactive on-line version 
of the map (www.milwaukeebybike.org) and an 
online routing application that will launch in 
spring 2006 (www.milwaukeebycycle.org) 
 
Madison Safe Routes to Schoo l Map: 2005 
A contract for the City of Madison to create safe 
walking maps and parent drop-off maps for two 
elementary schools.  BFW plans to assist the 
City with mapping the remainder of the schools 
as well 
 
Milwaukee Map for Litt le Transport Press: 
2005 
BFW contracted to provide mapping services to 
Little Transport Press for their route map of  

Milwaukee. 
 
Milwaukee ByCycle: 2006 
An online routing application for bicycles that will 
launch in spring 2006  
(www.milwaukeebycycle.org) 
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Our Consulting Staff 
 

Dar Ward 
Executive Director 
BS Physics 
MS Urban and Regional Planning 
Certified League Cycling Instructor 
Teaching Safe Bicycling Instructor 
Board Member: Thunderhead Alliance, 
Wheels for Winners Earn-a-Bike,  
Milwaukee Environmental Consortium 
Over 5 years experience in bicycle planning, mapping,  
education, and advocacy 
 

 

 

Chuck Strawser 
Facilities and Publications Coordinator 

MS Urban and Regional Planning 
Certified LCI 

TSB Instructor 
Experienced bicycle mechanic 

Member Madison Pedestrian, Bicycle,  
Motor Vehicle Commission 

Over 5 years experience in bicycle  
planning, mapping, education, and  

advocacy 

 

Jack Hirt 
Mapping Coordinator 
BS Plant Biology  
MS Geography  
Mapping GIS Consultant for 4 
years, with a GIS Consulting 
Firm that ran all aspects of a 
Municipal Government GIS for 
smaller city and towns in 
Northern Illinois 

Robb ie Webber 
Statewide Bicycle Friendly 
Community Coordinator 
MS Geography 
Certified LCI 
TSB Instructor 
City of Madison Alderperson 
Over 10 years experience in 
bicycle planning, education, 
and advocacy 

 

 

 

 

Jess ica Wineberg 
Safe Routes to School Coord. 

Certified LCI 
TSB Instructor 

Over 3 years experience in  
bicycle planning, education, and  

advocacy 

 
 

 

Ali Dwyer 
Education/Events Coordinator 
Certified LCI 
TSB Instructor 
Over 5 years experience in  
bicycle planning, education, and 
advocacy 
 

 

 

 

John Rider 
Education/Events Coord. 

Certified LCI 
National LCI Trainer 

TSB Instructor 
Over 20 years experience 

in bicycle education and 
advocacy 

 

 


